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POLICY BRIEF
The purposes of this assignment is for students to demonstrate their knowledge of current events in the context of political science, construct an argument with sufficient evidence, and create a polished, written assignment outside of class.  This assignment will be 25 percent of the final grade and include a 20-point activity, as explained in the syllabus and grade breakdown below. Papers will be evaluated both on the quality of ideas, arguments, and evidence presented and on the quality of style, grammar, and organization of the paper.
	Paper Grade Breakdown:
	1.	Activity
2.	First Draft
3.	Second draft
4.	Final Paper
		20 points
	50 points
	50 points
	150 points
= 270 points
	Mon 10/09 by 11:59 pm
Mon 10/22 by 11:59pm
Mon 11/13 by 11:59pm
Mon 12/11 by 11:59pm



The Policy Brief
Policy briefs, also known as white papers or policy memoranda, are documents that used in government and commercial environments to provide quick information and recommendations for action. These documents are:
· Informative: Briefs provide relevant background for (typically) a non-academic audience and use peer- reviewed and/or publicly accessible analysis. It should provide information that the policymakers are interested in and state conclusions up front.
· Authoritative: Decision makers need more than information; they need analysis, recommendations, and implications of different policy options. 
· Concise: Since decision makers do not have time to research issues, read extensive materials, or be operating under time constrains, these documents provide essential information efficiently to make an informed decision.
The Assignment & Audience
The nature of current events means that decision-makers need to be knowledgeable about a large variety of issues. This is an unreasonable expectation for such a large body of knowledge, so policymakers have staff and analysts to help them do research and stay current on current policy options. The topic is your choice, and should reflect what you think is an important issue to policymakers. As a policy analyst, you are asked to write a policy brief about a current event to prepare a policymaker to respond with an action (e.g., policy, statement, etc.) with a recommendation(s). You should choose a specific official, agency, or organization (non-academic) and write to this audience.
Substance
1. Explain your issue.
a. Current events: Choose a topic from current events (relevant since 2010) where you can make recommendations to decision makers.
b. Provide relevant background: A good policy brief provides adequate context and background for the issue without overwhelming the audience with detail. Briefs typically begin by diagnosing a particular issue or situation (succinctly)
c. Provide evidence: Veracity of information is crucial in policy papers, so sources must be high quality (see Research section below). This should be easy to understand and without jargon. When citing facts in-text, be accurate. Paraphrase the sources relevant to your argument: summarize, synthesize, and evaluate. Direct quotations should be used sparingly. The paper should form an independent response to your own argument based on your research and analysis.
i. Use logic and facts to support each of your main points and/or to refute opposing points. Avoid logical fallacies such as appeals to authority, slippery slope arguments, hasty generalizations, and faulty causation.
ii. Distinguish facts from opinions (i.e., recommendations). Present opinions as opinions and NOT as facts. Opinions presented should also be substantiated.
2. Identify possible solutions, their implications and limitations. Often, policy papers are focused on being persuasive and typically argue for a solution that will address that issue or situation. Focus on the meaning of the research and use evidence or logic to discuss the potential implications and if they are positive or negative to your position. Identify and acknowledge the limitations of analysis or recommendations.
3. Recommendations. The intention is to convince the target audience that your position or recommendation is the best among many options. Any recommendations should include honest, practical, feasible, and realistic alternatives. 
Research
4. Your research must be based on at least five (5) scholarly sources, such as peer reviewed and primary sources. More sources will likely be necessary to provide sufficient evidence to support arguments. This may include books, journal articles, news articles, publications and reports from governments and think tanks, government websites; anything from reputable sources. Class materials should be integrated into the paper as well.  You may use only one blog or other non-published sources. Wikipedia and publically editable other websites should not be used as sources. If it is credible information, you will be able to find it in a credible source, too.
Suggested databases in the Harmony Library:
Academic Search Premier/EBSCO Host
CQ Researcher
JSTOR (Arts & Sciences)
Formatting
5. Presentation: They inform the audience in a concise, organized, and professional manner, while still including the most relevant content. This may include making the brief easier to read by being visually appealing, interesting, relevant, and concise. Each submission should be checked for spelling and grammatical errors.
6. APA Style. All formatting will follow APA Style. 
a. All submissions must be typed in Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced, and have 1 inch margins. The APA publishes a style manual, which you may find helpful over your academic career in the social sciences.  The Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) also explains APA style (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/).  More writing resources are posted on the D2L webpage.
b. Papers must include proper citations for material taken from your sources including both direct quotations and information that you paraphrase. All research references (including the textbook) should be cited in text and in a bibliography using American Psychological Association (APA) style.


7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Organization of White Paper. Use the sections outlined by the Purdue OWL description of white papers (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/546/1/ )
i. Introduction / Summary
ii. Background / Problems
iii. Solution
iv. Conclusion
v. Works Cited
Submission & Assessment
The drafts and final paper will be submitted through the class D2L dropbox. As stated in the syllabus, 10 percent of the assignment will be docked for every unexcused day the paper is late. Therefore, a 50-point assignment would lose 5 points daily, and so on.
Rubric
The submissions will be assessed using a rubric that considers content, critical analysis, writing, and technical criteria. Additionally, there is an expectation that you will address feedback from all sources in efforts to develop arguments, research, and writing skills. The final rubric for the policy brief is below. The change in points for each draft will be:
Policy Brief Deadlines
· Policy Brief Activity: due Mon 10/09 in Dropbox
· First Draft (50 points): 4-7 Page, due Mon 10/22. The worksheet will help you get organized and map out the logic of your arguments. The first draft is to see how your plan works, adjust, and allow me to give you feedback. This submission should:
· Develop the Introduction and Background, and your arguments should be taking shape. 
· Begin to accumulate the evidence
· Articulate the arguments formally in clear, concise sentences. 
· Provide a list of the sources you are using (does not have to be in APA format yet)
· Do at least cursory spelling and grammar checks. 
· You are also welcome to note where you are struggling or have questions.
· Second draft (50 points): 7-10 pages, due Mon 11/13. This is a full-length draft with arguments that are articulated formally in clear, concise sentences. This submission should:
· Solutions and Conclusion sections developed. 
· In corporate feedback from the first draft.
· Be a full draft and attempt to meet the final criteria.
· In-text citations and references in APA format. 
· Do at least cursory spelling and grammar checks.  
· Again, note where you are struggling or have questions.
· Final Paper (150 points), due Mon 12/11. The final submission must be polished, with references in APA format. You will lose points for incorrect citations, not including changes from previous drafts, and spelling and grammatical errors. 
